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with his powers severely checked and restricted by Acts of
Parliament. In the days of Pitt, on the other hand, his
personal position at first was one of great insecurity; the
Whig Opposition, led by Fox, was completely unreasonable,
and the prospects of a regency opened up problems of
considerable novelty.
In 1788 George, who had avoided the dangers of corpu- The Regency
lence and of an early death by abstinence,  suffered an
attack of insanity, aggravated by the frugality of his diet.
The suspension of the activities of the Crown made the
establishing of a regency inevitable, and for the position of
Regent there could hardly be any other choice than George,
Prince of Wales.    It was the constant misfortune of the
Hanoverian Kings to have unruly, factious, and obstinate
sons.    George I had quarrelled with the Prince of Wales, and the
who left the Royal palace for the Independence of Leicester quarrel with
House in 1717. On becoming King, George II kept up
tradition by quarrelling with his son, Frederick; his grand-
son, the future George III, was brought up In sullen oppo-
sition to the Crown. Now George Ill's son, George, was
carrying on the Prince of Wales's role in a worse form than
ever: he was dissolute and extravagant: he gambled and
drank excessively, even in those days of liberality: he spent
£10,000 a year on clothes, and by 1784 was in debt to the
extent of £160,000. Three years later his insolvency was
met by a grant from Parliament and an increase of his Civil
List. Even so, by 1793, he was again in debt to the extent
of £370,000, which was paid off by Parliament three years
later, and yet by 1816 he still owed £339,000. He cared
little for the honour of men or women : despite the fact that
he was secretly married to a lady of humble birth, In 1795,
he bought his peace with his father by marrying Princess
Caroline of Brunswick, from whom he was separated in
little more than a year. The Prince was also the King's
political enemy, for he allied himself to the hated Fox and
his Whig followers.
To this  vicious and irresponsible Prince the Regency
was to be given.    The situation for Pitt was ominous: he Ktt critical.
had refused to bring forward any Parliamentary measure

